


2

In the story about carrying a drunken lightkeeper to Mt. Desert Rock, Mr. H.M. Eaton refers to a method of 

against the oar, for the boat was not built for one 

Ralph, explain the entire meaning of this sentence! 

The first thing you need to know is that Mr. Eaton was not a seagoing man*, though he did grow up along 
the coast. He may not be using the most precise language that might be desired in describing how he rowed 
that boat. This was no doubt a pretty heavy, wide boat like a surf-boat or lighthouse tender, capable of 
carrying a good bit of cargo and standing up to rough water. So her oars would have been quite long and 
heavy, too much so for one person to row in the conventional manner, with both 
rough. So he probably rowed with just one oar, most likely pushing in a standing position, facing forward. 
(He would have chosen to row on the side which was most affected by 
if wind and sea were coming from the port side.) Then, for occasional course correction to keep her going as 

 an oar over the stern, or a rudder with a long tiller.. 
If he rowed from the aft thole-pins, he probably could reach this tiller from that position. (Ralph remarked 
that he had rowed a Friendship sloop in this manner.) 

(The foregoing is phrased by the Editor from a conversation with 

Historian, Author, Speaker, and Fiddler Ralph Stanley.) 

* The Editor declines to include in this opening statem

the son of a minister who was very careful, knowledgeable and accurate in his use of nautical descriptions, and 

being myself a minister who has tried to emulate this 

opinion that ministers do not know what they are talking about (in the present instance, of course!) 

The following is a talk prepared by Ralph for some occasion held on Deer Isle, date not noted. Ed. 

  Mount Desert Island and Deer Isle, being the largest islands on the Maine coast, were settled 
 Many of these early settlers were well-acquainted 

with each other, having come from the same towns in Massachusetts, New Hampshire and western Maine. It 
is also quite possible that some of the settlers of Mount Desert and Deer Isle were related to each other. 
  Descendants of the early settlers of Deer Isle living here today could no doubt trace a relationship to 
descendants of the early settlers of Mount Desert. I am a descendant of twenty of the earliest settlers of 
Mount Desert Island and surrounding islands. My relationships to people of Deer Isle are through my 
Bunker, Gott, or Rich ancestry. 
  Many of the settlers discovered this area when they passed through on their way to the siege of 
Louisburg in 1745. Mount Desert was a point of rendezvous for ships bound to Cape Breton and it is likely 
some stopped at Deer Isle. 
  William Eaton was probably the first permanent settler of Deer Isle. His wife was a descendant of 
Samuel Wardwell who was executed at Salem during the witch trials. There are descendants of Samuel 
Wardwell on Mount Desert Island. My son-in-law is one of them. 

Bunker. She was the daughter of Benjamin Bunker 
who was an early settler at Mount Desert. It is quite likely that William Eaton and Benjamin Bunker were 
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acquainted, as family tradition says that Mr. Bunker and some of his family were visiting William Eaton at 
idently he thought they 

were going too far and he made them get married. One st
Aaron after living a while 

the time of the Revolutionary War they were living 

 great-great-great-great 
grandfather and on another line Comfort was my great-great-great-great grandmother.  
  Benjamin is said to have died at the age of 

  Another connection that I have tr e two islands is that of Samuel 

free land after the French were driven out were 
disillusioned with their lot and moved to 

to commemorate the work of Wendell H. Gilley in 

ughter of Solomon Gross Buckminster and his wife 

his wife. She was the daughter of Ezekiel Morey. 
ears in Somesville. Another daughter of Ezekiel 

Morey married a Mr. Day and lived at Mount Desert. 

to his son and in turn to his grandson. His wife 

anklin County (1994) is a descendant of Sumner Mills, 
who was a lawyer and judge in Stonington. He is a de

Desert and Deer Isle came here es and livelihood 
e. Almost every young man went to 

nd in the coasting and West Indies trade. Many vessels 

vessel that could not stand the rigors of the Grand Banks. A vessel goin

home. This was a lot easier on an old vessel than the Grand Banks fishing 

Isle while the shore fisheries increased. 

l and construction of these 

Dictator sert and Deer Isle several 
Gloriana, Genesee, 

and Gertrude and Herbert

the Dictator  her to the regatta at 
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dream that one day I would rebuild her. It was quite a challenge. The only wood left from the original hull is 
a block cut from the old keel and engraved in the new keel. We also saved the mast. We were careful not to 
change the model of the hull but that probably changed a little in the rebuilding. 
  Another sloop that I used to look at was at Little Deer Isle, She was in a dooryard on the first road to 
the left after going off the causeway. I believe she was a Morse built sloop and was quite large, probably 36 
or 38 feet in length. After a while the place was cleaned up and she disappeared. I would like to know more 
about that boat. + 
   

Ralph, the evidence of this piece seems to be that it was given at an occasion in Deer Isle. Thus it seems 

likely that someone in the audience might have known about that big Friendship sloop. Did you ever find out 

your four-times great grandfather and ditto grandmother. How can this be? 

by Dean 

Lawrence Lunt, published in 1999 by Islandport Press in

 More than 250 years after it first appeared on nautical charts and nearly two centuries after settlers built 

one of only 15  Maine islands that still support a year-round commun
century ago. And it is one of the smallest and most remote. 

t miles southwest of Mount Desert Island, but a world 
away from the tourist-driven econo

 is the closest mainland port and the one most 
frequently used by Long Islanders. On the run from 
clustered in the first four miles: Great Gott Island, Placentia Isla

Placentia is abandoned. 
of the boat trip, sit five smaller islands: Drum 

 This last stretch of ocean, exposed to the open Atlantic, can grow nasty when heavy seas roll in 
unobstructed from offshore. Many a passenger and more than a few captains have breathed a sigh of relief 

more protected final run that follows. 
 In the summer, even on foggy days, that final stretch 

the cold, clear air off the open ocean gives way to the 
warm, sweet-scented breezes off the islands. 

Maine islands, Long Island was usually called Outer Long 
om a similarly named island closer 

 the village on the island became known as Frenchboro, named after a 
Tremont lawyer who helped establis
 The town of Frenchboro, not officially incorporated

 Island, southeast to Great Duck Island and then 
back westward to Long Island. About 15 miles southeas
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outcropping of ledge that f
other islands of Frenchboro are: Harbor, Crow, the two Green 

called Old Harbor, is actually the cl

 Long Island itself is irregularly shaped, and generally 

nd residents sits on or near the sloping banks of Lunt Harbor, a long 

accessible harbor is one reason why 

 Lunt Harbor opens toward Mount Desert Island w
 cars full of tourists as they 

e Long Island Congregational Church 

, and suddenly the 

****

 On ledges just off the island shores,  seals often s
the fins of porpoises as 

illed with yachts, their pass

against hull or the occasional cl
n look up into the clear 

More information about Frenchboro, this book and its publisher can be found at its web-site:

www. islandportpress.com.  Ed. 
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AN INCIDENT IN THE LIFE OF SAMUEL K BRACKET, MARINER 
by Malcolm A. MacDuffie 

The following is the second installment in a three-part story which my father wrote for an 

English class at M.I.T. in about 1923. My father was the son of long-time summer visitors to 

Southwest Harbor, John and Abby MacDuffie, who were founders and proprietors of the 

MacDuffie School for Girls in Springfield Mass. He and my mother taught there, and later he 

studied at Bangor Theological Seminary and served several churches in Maine. Malcolm 

MacDuffie never went to sea, except as a devoted small-boat sailor in the waters around 

MDI, though as a child he rode the steam-boats from Boston to Rockland and on to Mt. 

Desert. But he feasted on sea stories all his life, and cultivated not only knowledge and 

imagination but a writing style which gave him the ability to evoke the life of vessels and 

their crews which has always seemed to me remarkable. But then, he was my father!

The Editor 

During the latter part of his narrative, the captain had been painstakingly paring thick, crinkly 
shreds from a plug of black tobacco held in the calloused palm of his left hand. Now, he 
paused to empty the shavings into the charred and notched bowl of an old brier pipe, but as 
he rammed the charge home with a blunt and broken-nailed forefinger, he continued: 

 got our hook aboard and stood out through 
 We made offshore fer about ten mile and 

then hauled our wind and star
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Irene

To be concluded 

In the story above, the narrator says he wa

The Annual Meeting was held on July 23, 2007 at Bass Harbor Memorial Library. Reports 
were given showing that the Board of Directors and Officers had guided the work and 
financial affairs of the Society during the preceding year with good results. The Nominating 
Committee presented a slate which was accepted by unanimous vote of the members: 
  President  Muriel Trask Davisson 
  Vice Pres.  Charles Liebow 
  Secretary  John MacDuffie 
  Treasurer   Michael Smith 
  Directors (to 2010)  Juanita Stanley 
         David Lawson 
         John Adams 

Other Directors currently serving are Virginia Libhart, Michael Radcliffe, Ralph Stanley, 
Meredith Hutchins, Priscilla Keene. 

The Board of Directors meets on the second Monday of each month. Membership meetings 
with programs are held on the fourth Monday of each month except December, January and 
February. All regular meetings are held at Bass Harbor Memorial Library in Bernard at 7:00 
p.m. 

The Country Store Museum on the Ferry Road in Bass Harbor is open on Wednesdays and 
Saturdays from 1:00 to 4:00 p.m., July through mid-October. Special visits by groups or 
persons doing historical research can be arranged by calling the President at 244-3826. 

As visitors to the Country Store Museum are aware, the Historical Society carries a number 
of books which we think might be of interest to folks near and far. Some are historical in 
nature; others are of various sorts, with Tremont authors.  The Directors have recently 
decided to offer these books by mail to readers of the Newsletter. The following list will 
serve as your catalog. 
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Books Available from the Tremont Historical Society 

Author Title Price Plus 5% Tax
Abbe Museum The Indian Shell Heap $  7.50 $  7.88 

Dean Lunt Hauling by Hand 25.00 26.25 
                                                             History of Frenchboro 

Wayne Libhart The Jury is Out 10.00 10.50 
Wayne Libhart The Jury is Excused 14.95 15.70 

Virginia Libhart The Enchanted Land 8.95 9.40
8.95 9.40

Nan Lincoln The Summer of Cecily 17.95 18.85 
Nan Lincoln 16.95 17.80 

Ruth Moore The Weir 10.95 11.50 
Ruth Moore Spoonhandle 10.95 11.50 
Ruth Moore The Fire Balloon 15.00 15.75 
Ruth Moore Candlemas Bay 10.95 11.50 
Ruth Moore Speak to the Winds 10.95 11.50 
Ruth Moore A Walk Down Main Street 10.95 11.50 
Ruth Moore 8.50 8.90

Sven Davisson, Ed. Foley Craddock 14.95 15.70 

Sandy Phippen, Ed. High Clouds 16.95 17.80 

Wendell Seavey Working the Sea 15.95 16.75 

9.95 10.45 
Muriel Trask Davisson, Ed. 

Book Orders should be sent to Tremont Historical Society, P.O. Box 215, Bass Harbor ME 04653. 
Please add shipping costs of $3.00 per book, and 50 cents for each additional book in the same 
order.

We also have many copies of Historic Homes of the Town of 
85 structures in the Town of Tremont. These 

booklets are available free on request. If mailed, we ask for a donation of $1 to cover mailing costs. 
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       The following is the penulti

in Bernard. This is a sample of the writing of these local women. 

       Inspector Hemingway, for all his brusqueness, was a very purposeful young man. He had the tenacious 
characteristics of a bulldog and he fully intended to solve this mystery. If he worked fast, he might be able to 
work it out before the arrival of the FBI, thus winning the promotion for which he had labored so long and 
earnestly. A word of appreciation from J. Edgar Hoover would be a real feather in his cap. 
       As his keen eyes searched the attic for a possible clue, he came upon an ol
diary, he saw, was a day by day record, faithfully kept by the families of Ned Colbert and Capt. David Stanley. 
       As he hastily flipped the pages, it was apparent that the two families had taken literally the matter of red 
letter days, for the record of the days in which other that the usual had occurred had been written in red ink. 

or Hemingway read quickly some of the notes written in 
red, hoping to find something which would answer the puzzling questions in his mind. 

simultaneously with the finding of the explanation in the diary. 
possible that this secret tunnel had been built for just such 

a protective purpose? Here in the diar
there was much unrest among the settlers and during the War of 1812 the British were in possession of Castine 

ration of  Stanleys who had built the house here on 
the Island were much afraid with war so close and had made the secret room and dug out the secret tunnel under 
the hill. 
       In 1841, when Ned and Esther Waldron had built their house on the hill, the passageway had been 
completed and the other outlet made to their cellar. Although these people had finished their project and had 
made use of the alley, it had, since the migration to Salem, been neglected and the secret unrevealed to the latter 
generation, who sensing something sinister in the Colbert attic, had left even that to grow dusty and 
undisturbed.
       But how had Dr. White come to know of the pa
as it must have some bearing on the murder of the man found under the hedge. 
       Years of experience and application to crime had given Inspector Hemingway acute powers of deduction 
and, although he knew Dr. White only casually, he thought it quite possible that he had inherited some of the 
undesirable characteristics of piracy from his father; and, if someone had inadvertently learned his secret of the 
gold, it was also possible that Dr. White ld has driven many men to murder. 
       During his perusal of the diary, Inspector Hemingway came upon a fact that was very confusing and led 
him to believe that the skeleton in the trunk was not that of Uncle John Stanley as everyone seemed to think. 
       One of the notations in red ink which concerned young Capt. Stanley was that Uncle John had broken his 
left leg in three places in a fall on a vessel. 
       Inspector Hemingway went over to the chest, which contained the skeleton, and raised the lid. From his 
knowledge of biology and anatomy, he knew that any old breaks of the bones would be evident on the skeleton. 
He examined the skeleton carefully. If John Stanley had broken his leg, these bones were the last remains of 
someone else. Who could it be? 
       While the Inspector was pondering these things, he heard someone moving stealthily in the secret room. It 
was then that Dr. White peered through the opening and was ordered by Hemingway to talk and talk fast.  + 
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What fun it must have been to arrive at each meeting of the Tremont Wo

rs of the finish 

 other areas of interest to 

 --------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

RESPONSE FORM 

Please clip and mail to Tremont Historical Society, P.O. Box 215, Bass Harbor ME 04653 
Yes ____ I/we wish to begin membership in the Tremont Historical Society 

          Yes ____ I/we wish to renew membership for another year.  
Enclosed is my check in the amount of $10.00 per person for annual dues.

Dues paid at any time of the year will provide membership status through the next June. 
Contributions to the Annual Fund in any amount carry membership status until the following June. 
Please list names of all persons for whom dues are paid, or all donors of contributions.

Name ______________________________________________ Phone _______________ 

Address  _________________________________________________________________ 

Check if this is a summer address  ______    If different, please enter winter address below: 

 Address ___________________________________________________________________ 

If you would like to receive e-mail notices of meetings, etc. please enter address below. 

 E-mail address _______________________________________________

11

What fun it must have been to arrive at each meeting of the Tremont Wo

rs of the finish 

 other areas of interest to 

 --------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

RESPONSE FORM 

Please clip and mail to Tremont Historical Society, P.O. Box 215, Bass Harbor ME 04653 
Yes ____ I/we wish to begin membership in the Tremont Historical Society 

          Yes ____ I/we wish to renew membership for another year.  
Enclosed is my check in the amount of $10.00 per person for annual dues.

Dues paid at any time of the year will provide membership status through the next June. 
Contributions to the Annual Fund in any amount carry membership status until the following June. 
Please list names of all persons for whom dues are paid, or all donors of contributions.

Name ______________________________________________ Phone _______________ 

Address  _________________________________________________________________ 

Check if this is a summer address  ______    If different, please enter winter address below: 

 Address ___________________________________________________________________ 

If you would like to receive e-mail notices of meetings, etc. please enter address below. 

 E-mail address _______________________________________________

11



MISSION STATEMENT 
Adopted June 24, 2002 

By the Membership 
Tremont Historical Society 

The Tremont Historical Society shall be dedicated to preservation 
of the history  of the towns of Tremont and Southwest Harbor and 

adjacent islands. It will achieve this mission by gathering, cataloging, 
preserving, and making available to the public historical materials, 

such as genealogies and information showing the growth and 
development of the towns, as well as artifacts. 

Tremont Historical Society 
P.O. Box 215                      
Bass Harbor ME 04653                            

Non-Profit 
Organization 
Postage Paid 

Bass Harbor ME 
04653 

Permit No. 7 

 Prepared especially for                  

12

MISSION STATEMENT 
Adopted June 24, 2002 

By the Membership 
Tremont Historical Society 

The Tremont Historical Society shall be dedicated to preservation 
of the history  of the towns of Tremont and Southwest Harbor and 

adjacent islands. It will achieve this mission by gathering, cataloging, 
preserving, and making available to the public historical materials, 

such as genealogies and information showing the growth and 
development of the towns, as well as artifacts. 

Tremont Historical Society 
P.O. Box 215                      
Bass Harbor ME 04653                            

Non-Profit 
Organization 
Postage Paid 

Bass Harbor ME 
04653 

Permit No. 7 

 Prepared especially for                  

12


